Th e Calvinist minister Godfried Udemans (1581/2-1649) is generally considered to be one of the more important seventeenth-century theologians from the province of Zeeland. He specialized in writings for a broader public, including, in particular, publications on ethical and religious codes in trade and seafaring. Of his various writings on moral theology, 't Geestelyck roer van 't coopmans schip , fi rst published in 1638, is the most important.
Introduction: Godfried Udemans
Having read theology at the university of Leiden, Godfried or Godefridus Udemans (1581/2-1649) followed a career as a clergyman in the province of Zeeland. He worked as a minister in Haamstede for several years and then in 1604 became a pastor in Zierikzee, where he remained until his death. Udemans is generally considered to be one of the more important seventeenthcentury theologians from Zeeland. He specialized in writings for a broader public, including, in particular, publications on ethical and religious codes in trade and seafaring. He published a Spiritual compass in 1617 and a Merchant's yacht in 1637.
1 Of his various writings on moral theology, 't Geestelyck roer van 't coopmans schip , fi rst published in 1638, is the most important.
2 Th e book covers aspects of morality and ethics on which Udemans had been writing since 1608. It was dedicated to the directors of the East and West India Companies.
Th e title, 't Geestelyck roer van 't coopmaans schip , is best translated as Th e spiritual helm of the merchant's vessel . Th e book's subtitle explains Udemans' choice of metaphor:
that is: a faithful account of how a merchant and seafaring trader should conduct himself in his actions, in times of peace and war, with respect to both God and people, on water and on land, and especially among the heathens in the East and West Indies: for the glory of God, the foundation of His congregations, and the salvation of His souls: and also for the temporal well-being of the fatherland and his family.
A motto on the title page further clarifi es his preference for the gubernaculum spiritualis as metaphor. It is a passage from the New Testament: 'Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fi erce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth' (Jas 3.4).
